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The disquieting reports of starva- 
tion and freezing in Europe are 
not bad dreams to be shaken off 
by assuming that “somehow 
things will work out..’’ Those 
suffering need not only our 
prayers but food and clothing. 


What campus Christians can do 

to help is told by HIS on page 3. 
Published monthly by Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship. C. Stacey Woods, 
General Secretary. Printed in U. S. A. 
Address all manuscripts to The Editor, 
64 E. Lake St., Chicago 1, Illinois. Suo- 
scription price $1.50 a year; introduc- 
tory offer, $1 for 8 months 15c single 
copy in U. S. A. and Canada. Circulation 
offices 64 E. Lake St., Chicago 1, and 
1130 Bay St., Toronto 5S. Entered as 
second class matter Jan. 27, 1943, at 
Post office at Chicago, under the Act 
of March 3, 1879. Copyright 1945 by 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship. 
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Evolution 


The article on evolution (Sept. HIS) was 
tops, I think. It is the least emotional and most 
scientific handling of the problem I have seen 
in Christian circles. I have read several of 
the books it refers to and the references are 
quite honest. I like to see the honesty of not 
picking at little details of these evolutionists. 

U. Chicago Med. School John Hayward 

Thank you for your recent article: “Facts on 
Evolution.” That carried more logical argument 
per cubic inch than any article that I have re- 
cently seen on the subject. Let’s have more ar- 
ticles on Christian evidences 
Baltimore, Md. Paul €. Parker Jr., M.D. 


Won By Student Nurses 

Just a note to let you know what a joy it is 
to pick up a magazine and read in it things 
concerning our Lord...I came to know the 
Lord not quite a year ago here in this Jewish 
hospital—myself a Jew—being led to Him by 
three other student nurses who in turn had 


REPERCUSSIONS 

















FROM 


come to know Him by the faithful witness of an 
older student... | 
San Francisco, Calif. 

Cadet Renee Gensburger, U.S.C.N.C. 


Iceland Reports 
Please begin my subscription to your maga- 
zine HIS... I am a member of a little Christian 


war we were in connection with the Norwegian 
Christian Student Association of which profes- 
sor Hallesby has been president ... During the 
war we got in touch with the Inter-Varsity 
Fellowship in England through correspond- 
ence... 


Reykjavik, Iceland Gunnar Sigurjonsson 


Australian Likes HIS 


I am a member of the Melbourne University 
Evangelical Union, and was introduced to HIS 
by our Australian I.V.F. Travelling Representa- 
tive. I was immediately struck by it, as it is 
the style of the thing that I have been looking 
for. Good Christian literature seems to have 
something deadly and dull about it—at least 
over here, I don’t know about over your way— 
and the sight of it does not give you a desire 


to find out what is inside. But HIS is attrac- | 


tively got up, and the sight of it creates interest. 
I feel that I could go up to a fellow who is not 
interested in the things of God and show him a 
copy of HIS. One look at the magazine and he 
realizes that maybe Christianity is not the long: 
faced thing that many people think it is... 

Melbourne, Australia David €. Angus 


Appreciated Words 


Enclosed find six subscriptions to HIS. I 
can’t tell you how much I enjoy your maga- 
zine. 

Princeton Theological Seminary 


Cleo W. Burton 


I believe HIS is the best magazine of its kind 
and I have only praise for it. I do not agree 
with all of the ideas expressed, always; but in 
no other publication have I found the Christian 
faith so fundamentally and intellectually por- 
trayed. HIS should be a must for every college- 
age Christian, student and non-student. 

Ulithi Atoll Leo A. Poland 
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50 young men and women who feel they are unappreciated, misunderstood, abused. 
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rsity § 

ond- -e DAY, not long ago, | called on a 

young man who was about to quit 

son his responsible position in Christian work. 

He complained that he was “not being 

sity treated right,” and that there were “other 


HIS ) positions for him.” 
nta-| But as I sat talking to him | knew that 
t is} he was a defeated young man, that his 


Pn real problem lay not in the “circum- 
sast | Stances” of which he complained, but in 
y— his own relationship to God. 

sire| And I thought back on what he had 
@c- been in previous days. I remembered 
a when he had served the Lord with re- 


na | joicing and when he had so willingly given 
he ’ all for God’s kingdom. I remembered his 
ng- | prayers and tears over his loved ones who 
were drifting from God and indulging in 
worldly practices. He had never been 
extra talented or over-intelligent, but he 
1 | was filled with a zeal for the lost. 
a- But now all that had changed. 
| Why? 

Because he had failed to keep the fire 
burning brightly in his own soul. 
nd I dare say he is not the only one who 
ee | has made this error only to discover later 
in | his mistake and to weep over it. 


Jus 


on 





- | have known more than one young 

or oe ‘oe 

e. | minister who started out in his first pas- 
torate full of fire and with a compassion 

id 


You Can't Quit Now 


to save the world. Little by little he has 
become careless of his own spiritual life 
—even though he has kept on preaching 
fiery evangelistic sermons. It shows in 
other ways. He becomes discouraged and 
disgruntled. Complaining and bitterness 
become his second nature. He begins 
looking to man instead of God. 

God cannot bless a man in such spirit- 
ual condition. However, the man believes 
the fault lies in those around him. He is 
persuaded that God would not have him 
in this “desert place.” So, together with a 
letter inferring that he has been seriously 
underestimated, he tells his superior or his 
church that he wishes to resign. 

It is very easy to say, “I quit.” 

Why do I speak as I do? 

It is not too long ago that I was in the 
“orumblers” section myself. I felt the 
world was against me and if I only had 
half an opportunity, | would show the 
world a thing or two. I was being terribly 
mistreated and people in general bothered 
me, 

Yet the trouble lay not with the people 
—they were the same as always (good, 
bad and indifferent) —the fault lay in me. 


Reprinted from Sunday Magazine (June, 1945) 
800 North Clark Street, Chicago 1, Illinois. 
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My spiritual life had grown cold. My 
Bible had lost its appeal; soul-winning 
was a mystic art; daily prayer almost 
ceased. I was on the verge of disaster. 

But I finally realized what had hap- 
pened. I renewed again my covenant and 
drank from the old wells where the water 
is sweet. Then a re-creation began within. 

So if you are tempted to quit teaching 
that Sunday school class, or singing in 
the choir, or serving on the kitchen com- 
mittee, or any other job you may have 
because “people don’t appreciate your 
effort anyway,” don’t do it until you have 
tried this suggestion. 

Perhaps you have not been conscious 
of any marked decline in your spiritual 
life during the last months. But have you 
been conscious of any real growth? Per- 
haps you need to get up a half hour earlier 
in the morning and spend that period in 
prayer and meditation around a few scrip- 
ture verses or a verse of a hymn. 

You may have been reading your Bible 
punctiliously or studying it principally in 
preparation for your Sunday school 
lesson. Start reading it just to see what 
it says to you, and meditate on it in terms 
of your own spiritual life. 


Try going out of your way to do an 


act of genuine kindness every day, and 


then begin watching for opportunities to 
witness with them. 

You may need to get your mind off 
yourself more. One good soul exercise is 
to start praying for Christian people you 
know who are in difficulty or going 
through some trial. And don’t confine the 
list to your best friends. Include that 
individual that you have trouble getting 
along with—who “rubs you the wrong 
way.” You'll be surprised how easy it 
is to love and to be patient with those for 
whom you have prayed much. 

All of these things will strengthen your 
own spiritual life and put you in closer 
fellowship with the Christ you are seeking 
to serve. And to the person who walks 
consistently with God, it doesn’t matter 
that “people don’t appreciate you.” 

In the Lord’s work it is always too soon 
to quit. His work is for eternal results, 
and we must be “eternally at it.” 

And if we keep in close fellowship with 
Him, He will give joy in every task re- 
gardless of problems or difficulties that 
arise with it. 


I (Marking Bibles 


In St. Louis one day a young man—a recent convert to Christ walked into 
the office of a friend to find him with a brand new Bible on his desk, a pencil 


in his hand. 


“Why, man, you're spoiling that new Bible,’ exclaimed the young man. 
For answer his older friend pointed him to the place in Acts 8 where he 
had underscored the fifth verse which read, “Then Philip went down to the 
city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them.” This he had connected 
by a line with the eighth verse which he had also underlined, “And there was 


great joy in that city.” 


Years after C. I. Scofield was accustomed to introducing his friend C, E. 
Paxon as “The man who first taught me to mark my Bible.” ... The inspiration 
which later led to the preparation of the now famous Scofield Reference Bible. 


—Trumbull in The Life Story of C.J. Scofield 








By 


By Mary ANNE KLEIN 


DEATH STALKS EUROPE 


M" LIONS of lives hang in the balance 
in Europe this winter . 

M inte cocrengondents, radio com- 
mentators, and periodical editors unite in 
reporting to unbelieving Americans these 
incredible facts : 

Of 500,000 internees in a French re- 
fugee camp, only one-tenth will be living 
by spring unless help comes. 

From Belgium a recipient of relief sent 
by the National Association of Evangeli- 
cals writes, “We were altogether lacking 
in clothing . . . could hardly do any wash- 
ing for lack of undergarments.” 

The Save the Children Federation re- 
ports that in France 33 per cent of the 


children are tubercular, and gives this 
picture of a Paris school: “Our children, 
some less than six years old, shiver from 
cold. When they arrive in the school the 
temperature is about 33 degrees in the 
classes...” 

And it is estimated that in Germany 
alone 13,000,000 are doomed to death if 
food and clothing are not provided. 

Meanwhile a $500,000,000 world relief 
bill is being tossed back and forth in Con- 
gress, while extreme nationalists object. 

What can we do? 

The War Relief Commission of the Na- 
tional Association of Evangelicals is con- 
tinuing its gospel missionary work with 
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shipments of used clothing to the needy 
countries in Europe. Constrained by the 
love of Christ, and remembering James 
2:14-18, “...show me thy faith without 
thy works, and I will show thee my faith 
by my works,” Christians all over the 
United States are cooperating in this en- 
deavor. A 21,400 pound consignment, 
consisting of over 2,000 pairs of shoes, 
1,100 men’s suits, over 500 men’s over- 
coats, 1,000 women’s coats, clothing for 
1,000 children and a variety of other es- 
sentials, is now on its way to Holland. 

Similar shipments have been sent to 
Norway, Belgium, and France. The grate- 
ful response has been encouraging: 
“Hearty thanks for the beautiful clothing 
you have sent us. Interest in the Gospel 
is everywhere very great...” “I can al- 
ready assure you that the clothing has 
helped out a lot . . .” “You cannot imagine 
all the joy these garments have brought!” 

There are three ways in which each one 
of us can help: 


ERNEST SKRUN ARERR SERS SRR ORE 


Plan your campaign... 











1. Locate a suitable spot for headquarters to 
which the clothing can be brought. 

2. Organize teams of workers to sort and 
pack the clothing. 

3. Set up a safe system for handling funds 
entrusted to you for transportation charges. 

4. Advertise your drive through posters, 
handbills, personal contacts, student news- 
papers, and any other means at your disposal. 

5. Send your clothing to one of the several 
accredited agencies receiving clothing for 
Europe. One of these is the National Asso- 
ciation of Evangelical’s War Relief Commis- 
sion, 536 W. 49th Street, New York 19, New 
York. Gifts of money for this organization can 
go to J. Willison Smith, Jr., Treasurer, 2124 
Lincoln-Liberty Building, Philadelphia 7, Penn- 
sylvania. 

6. If you would like further information 
about the War Relief Commission and the 
work it is doing, write to Frank D. Lombar 
at the Lincoln-Liberty Building, above address. 


































First we must begin with ourselves. 
Why not sit down today, before you for- 
get, and think through your wardrobe? 
Maybe when you came away to school 
you left behind an outmoded skirt, a 
heavy wool sweater with your high school 
emblem on it that you're keeping for sen- 
timental reasons, or some wool socks that 
have shrunk with too much washing. 
Maybe in your closet at school you have 
a jacket that looks out of place on a col- 
lege campus, or a coat that you haven't 
worn since you unpacked. You can’t use 
them now, you admit, but perhaps some- 
day you might. Someday may never come, 
and today—the today in which millions 
are dying of exposure and shock from the 
blasts of winter winds—today is upon us. 
Americans—and_ certainly Christian 
Americans—must share their bounty with 
the unfortunate. 

And then, what about your church? 
Hundreds of evangelical churches have 
never awakened to their social responsi- 
bilities. Seeking to win the souls of men 
they are neglecting the fruitful path to a 
man’s soul—his physical distress. Talk to 
your pastor, to the deacons of your 
church, to your young people’s society. 
Present the need, remind them of the 
Lord’s command to “do good unto all 
men...” (Gal. 6:10), and then pray that 
many will feel the challenge of suffering 
mankind. 

Perhaps the best way to help is through 
your own campus Christian fellowship 
group. This is a made-to-order opportun- 
ity to lead in a worthwhile effort which 
can include your whole campus. A num- 
ber of chapters have organized dormitory 
drives, person-to-person collections, and 
inter-organizational competition; they 
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have found administrative authorities aid can be given in this urgent exigency, 
eager to help. Appoint a committee to and a wave of life-taking famine and dis- 
plan your campaign, present it to the stu- ease can be turned back. If you have al- 
dent body, invite other school organiza- ready responded to the plea for help, and 

tions to cooperate. : : 
, P honestly feel you can do nothing more in 

We must act at once. ; : : 
supplying needed clothing, you can still 


We can’t afford to put off our help until help th i One doll a 
some more convenient time. The next six "“P * rough your gifts. One dollar wi 


months in Europe may decide the fate of 
millions of homeless, naked, and starving five dollars for ten, and ten dollars will 
people. But with our assistance immediate clothe twenty. 


provide enough clothing for two people, 


GERMANY UNROMBED By Ivar H. JoHNson, B-26 Marauder Pilot 


W e left our tents early that cold morn- What about the power you and J know 

ing in March after being awakened about? Did we drop any Gospel Bombs* 
by the Officer-of-the-day. Jt bad bap- on German cities and towns? Did we use 
pened many times before and would hap- anything like them at the close of World 
pen many times again. Germany was our War 1? You know the answer as tell as J 
target. Jt was just anotber mission to us. do. We neglected to use the “power of 
Just anotber strategic objective to be God unto salvation.’ What would a thou- 
bombed. 1 made the entry in my log with- sand tons or so of Gospel Bombs do to 
out comments Today we bombed Kitzin- Germany? Millions of heartaches, mil- 


gen.” lions of lives, and countless souls might 
But now J am at Kitzingen, living bere. bave been saved. 
] bave seen what our bombs did to this Jama Christian and J know what Christ 


little German city. This morning J walked wants to do so badly for these sin-sick 
through the streets and saw people of all and weary people. J don't know what 
ages in abject despair. And some of them — efforts are being made to bring the Gospel 
sneered a little as they first looked at the to Germany. J am sure that there are such 
ruins of their bomes, and then looked at efforts being made. Our duty now is to 
me, A 3-year-old child with only a stump — offer ourselves to this Christian mission- 
for one leg begged me for some candy. ary effort. We Christians must pray and 

It is a very dark picture and you ask me do our utmost to belp a country that bas 
why J do not paint it a little brighter. gone astray—belp ber back to God. My 
How J would love to paint a beautiful bumble prayer is that you and J will see 
picture, but J. am over here and J see the that Christ is preached bere in Germany. 
picture as it is. Will you pray with me? 

Hundreds of thousands of tons of 


bombs bave been dr 1 Germany. 

a b rain oo Sr aed on af *Gospel Bombs: Christian literature wrapped 
a pen pr ne oo cellophane, an idea originated and widely 

the ages of history, and we used it all. used by Carleton E. Null of Oakland, Calif. 
Or did we? . 
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APOSTLE TO 
PRISONERS 


By Don Hoke 


MODERN apostle to the social out- 

castes, Ernest L. Chase, North Jer- 
sey executive, is an outstanding example 
of a businessman who turned his life into 
soul-winning profit for Christ. 

Invited to preach in the New Jersey 
state prison at Trenton one January Sun- 
day in 1930, Chase envisioned a tremen- 
dous opportunity, and stepped into it. 
Asking the warden for permission to teach 
a regular Bible class, he began a bi- 
monthly study with 20 men. Steadily the 
class grew, and soon the men demanded it 
be held weekly. 

Today Chase looks back on 15 years 
of blessing during which 2,000 men have 
professed faith in Christ in the weekly 
classes. As many as 200 men each Sunday, 
hardened lifers and minor miscreants 
alike, have heard the Word of God in these 


informal but spiritually powerful sessions, 


and Chases’s mental diary is crammed 
with miraculous stories of God’s dealings 
in the lives of society’s untouchables. 

For instance, George Matheson. Now 
an instructor in the Philadelphia School 
of the Bible, George Matheson wandered 
disinterestedly into Chase’s Bible class one 
Sunday morning some years ago and 
heard the gospel presented in simple, 
straight-from-the-shoulder language. No 
victim of circumstance, Matheson was in 
for payroll robbery and kidnapping, but 
the gospel of Christ hit home to him, and 
his conversion was clean-cut and lasting. 
At the New York World’s Fair in 1939, 
Matheson ran the Gideons’ booth in which 
1,000 persons made profession of faith in 
the Redeemer. , 

Working beside him at the prison work 
bench some time after Matheson’s con- 
version was one of the prison’s tough 





guys. He had served eight years of a life 
sentence for murdering a policeman; two 
attempts at escape had earned him many 
weeks in solitary confinement, and his re- 
putation even among his fellow inmates 
was far from savory. 

Matheson began to witness to the mur- 
derer, till one day he, too, accepted Christ 
as his Saviour and then appeared the fol- 
lowing Sunday at the Bible class. When 
testimony time came, he stood up and 
said, “You’se guys know what kind of a 
fella I’ve been...Now I’ve accepted 
Christ, now you watch and see if it don’t 
make a difference.” 

It did. It wasn’t long till the murderer 
and ex-tough guy was made a prison 
trusty, and he was then elected secretary 
of Chase’s class. He spent 19 and a half 
years at Trenton before his good con- 
duct merited him a parole. Returning 
home, he found his wife unfaithful to him. 





med | When he offered to forgive her, she de- 
lings | serted him. But he remained faithful to 
her, and today he has made a perfect ad- 
Now | justment to his community and is still liv- 
hool | ing for Christ. 
ered Fruit like that encourages Chase in his 
one | little-heralded work for the Lord and is 
and | ever wonderful evidence to him that the 
ple, | gospel of Christ is the “power of God 


No | unto salvation.” 


sin Burt Barton was in Trenton the second 


but | time, a “habitual” criminal on the records 
and | and a confirmed drink addict for over 15 
ing. | years when he found Christ in the Sunday 
39, | morning class. His conversion was real, 
ich | and when he was paroled, he returned to 
1in | society a reclaimed citizen and witnessing 

Christian. Now the chairman of the board 
ork | of deacons in a Baptist church in the East, 


on- | he has his own Bible class, called “Bar- 
igh | ton’s Boys.” Together with Chase he has 


been making an investigation from the 
evangelical standpoint of the recently 
prominent Alcobolics Anonymous. 

But not all of the phenomenal number 
of converts that God has graciously given 
Chase and the Bible class have been so 
spectacular. The majority have been quiet 
decisions of men whose excursions into 
the limbo of lawlessness have been less 
spectacular. Yet their professions have 
usually been sincere and lasting, and they 
have returned to society to meet the 
unique problems of a paroled convict suc- 
cessfully, through the power of the in- 
dwelling Christ. Wherever possible, Chase 
tries to assist them to find a place of em- 
ployment, but never does he allow this 
promise or hope to be an influence in his 
dealing with the deeper spiritual needs 
of the men. 

From the outside, quiet, unassuming Er- 
nest Luverne Chase is not one whom men 
would have picked to initiate and push 
this highly profitable work for God. 
Though he was converted when he was 
a boy of 10, his life was unspectacular and 
speckled with periods of defeat and cold- 
ness until 1929. 

During that time his education and 
business experience followed a normal 
but varied path. Out of Tulane university, 
New Orleans, in 1913, he tried teaching 
physics a few years, then turning to busi- 
ness, progressed to the managership of the 
Kansas City Telephone Co. When the de- 
pression hit, he moved to New York and 
opened the “Chase Associates,” an office 
of engineering research and consultation. 

When this proved lean, he turned to the 
sociological field and successively became 
the executive director of the Council of 
Social Agencies at Elizabethtown, N. J., 
the executive director of the New Jersey 
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Social Hygiene Assn., and the director of 
the U.S.O. fund raising campaign for the 
state of New Jersey. In this last job he 
led the country with the largest exceeded 
quota of any state. Today he is an Eastern 
branch manager of the zooming George 
S. May Co., engineering research organi- 
zation. 

But back in 1929 when his business suc- 
cess was wiped away by the depression, 
he faced the reality of his apathetic spirit- 
ual life and rededicated himself to the ser- 
vice of his King with Paul’s prayer, “Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do?” Then he 
was ready for the big task God was to 
put before him just a few months later. 


Extremely humble, Chase disclaims any 


Song for the Evening 


ere the sun twas set, 
The sick, O 


Ob, in what divers pains they met, 


At even, 


Lord, around Thee lay; 


Ob, with what joy they went away, 


Once more ‘tis even-tide, and we 
Oppressed with various ills draw near 
What if Thy form we 


We know and feel that thou art here 


cannot see? 


O Saviour Christ, our woes dispel 
For some are sick; and some are sad; 
And some bave never loved Thee well, 


{nd some have lost the love they bad 


And some have found the world is vain, 


Yet from the world they break not free 





personal glory for his ministry to the pri} Not s 
soners which in numbers and far-reaching dence 
results can probably be equalled by few 
preachers and evangelists. For the future 

he has few plans; but one is certain: he 

will continue holding forth the Word of 

life to these men who but for the gospel 

may continue to menace mankind and 
burden society increasingly. 


This last summer, he has been pioneer | Be 
ing in another field, that of industrial 
chaplaincies. W 

To one who believes he is not ali 


2006 
to the ministry but to a business career,} eper 
Ernest Chase is ample evidence that such ma 
a man can have a fruitful testimony for byp: 
Christ that will count for eternity. over 


siab 
live 
Hin 
the 
And some bave friends who give them pain, 

1 

Yet have not sought a friend in Thee ¢ 

0 


be 








And none, O Lord, bave 


perfect rest, 
For none are wholly free from sin, 


tial 
And they who want to serve Thee best hin 
Are conscious most of wrong within. vir 


de 

O Saviour Christ, Thou too art Man: : 
Thou bast been troubled, tempted, tried , 

Thy kind but searching glance can scan 


The very wounds that shame would bide 


Thy touch has still its ancient babii, 
No word from Thee can fruitless fall. 
Hear, 


And in Thy mercy heal us all. 


in this solemn evening bour, 


—H. TwWEL_s 


: pri} Not so much by argument, nor even Christian evi- 
dences—but help bim see why he is an agnostic. 


chin 
few 
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Ny he 
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and 


eer- 
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lled | 
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for 





How to help a skeptic 


By KENNETH N. Tay Lor 


E CANNOT be sure of anything 

that is supposed to bave happened 

2000 years ago, how can you prove Jesus 
ever lived?" 

“The miracles were the result of the 
hypnotic power of a strong personality 
over men and women looking for a Mes- 
siab, anxious to believe anything.” 

“After be died—if, indeed, He ever 
lived—His friends fabricated stories about 
Him that became the ‘records’ we have in 
the Gospels.” 


This is probably the usual viewpoint 
of your agnostic friend. How can he 
be brought to see the truth of Chris- 
tianity ? 

First, let us realize, and try to make 
him realize, that he can never be con- 
vinced against his will. No amount of evi- 
dence is sufficient for a man who is deter- 
mined not to believe. You won’t get very 
far by arguing with him and presenting 
archaeological and other Christian evi- 
dences, because he has probably already 
decided before beginning the discussion 
that what science cannot prove cannot be 
known: since no one has even seen, 
weighed, or measured God, He is unknow- 
able. And that’s right thinking providing 
his basic assumption is correct—his as- 
sumption that only scientific evidence is 


credible. 


Therefore if there are two ways to in- 
terpret a phenomenon (i.e., a miracle is 
either 1. of God, or 2. the discovery of 
a new scientific law) the presupposition 
will allow but one choice: that Jesus dis- 
covered a new natural law and hoaxed the 
people into thinking that he was doing 
something supernatural. : 


But isn’t there a possibility that this 
presupposition might be wrong? Surely 
there is a possibility of spiritual energies 
not measurable by material means. And if 
the original assumption is wrong all con- 
clusions based on it are too. 


Why was this presupposition chosen? 
Because it was proved to be more true? 
No. After all, there is no reasonable ob- 
jection to the possibility of a personal 
God who reveals himself through Christ 
as recorded in the Scriptures. You say it 
is “incredible”? But why incredible? 
Only because it does not fit the presup- 
position that only science is credible, all 
else is incredible. But if you lay aside the 
unproved—and unprovable—assumption, 
there is nothing incredible about it. 


It is this major fact that the skeptic 
must be helped to face. He cannot reason- 
ably say that there is no God or that the 
Bible is not the uniquely inspired revela- 
tion from God concerning His way of 
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salvation. If your agnostic friend says 
these things, he is saying in effect that he 
knows everything, for if there is anything 
that he does not know, that might be God. 
Then he must say that these things may 
be so. 


And he cannot say that there is no way 
to know whether or not they are so. To 
say that means that he knows all the rela- 
tionships between the natural world and 
the supernatural world. But he surely does 
not mean this, because he does not even 
know that there is a supernatural world, 
and therefore he does not know whether 
there are ways of communication or not. 
He does not know that there are ea He 
cannot say so except on the basis of blind 
prejudice. 

To go on from here we must make a 
choice. To date, he has chosen the assump- 
tion that the material is all that exists; 
you and | have chosen belief in an ex- 
isting and directing God. 

How shall we know which is right? Is 
your agnostic friend willing to perform a 
scientific experiment suggested by Jesus 
Christ to learn of immaterial, non-science 
truth? Surely he agrees that Jesus was a 
great thinker, if nothing more, and will be 
willing to take His suggestion. He said, 
“Tf any man will do His will he shall know 
of my doctrine whether I speak of myself 
or God” (John 7:17). 

All that Jesus asks, then, is that your 
friend honestly approach the unknown, 
shedding prejudice as far as possible, and 
seek to know the truth. 

If he would rather not take Christ’s ad- 
vice, let him make the experiment be- 
cause it has worked before. For two 
thousand years it has been a consistent 
phenomenon that when men believe that 
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Jesus Christ is God and died in their place 
and then accept Him as their Saviour, 
things happen; their lives are transformed. 

There are two possible explanations of 
this. One is that this is God’s plan for man 
as revealed in His word, the Bible; the 
other is that it is a psychological exper- 
ience apart from any God. 

But this change has happened with 
startling regularity in the lives of men and 
women in all walks of life when they ac- 
cept Christ. And it has not happened with 
any frequency or regularity on any other 
basis, psychological or religious. Here is 
strong scientific evidence that the change 
is not the result of mere psychology. 

Jesus said that if anyone honestly seeks 
to know the truth about Him, he will find 
out. Others have tried it and it worked. 

Now how? 

The way to begin is to ask God to reveal 
Himself and then begin to read the Bible. 
Since your friend does not know whether 
Or not it is credible, he is not to read it 
as though unworthy of consideration. He 
is to read it realizing that it might be true, 
and ascertaining his own position if it is 
true. 

He is not to ask for scientific explana- 
tions of the miracles. He has laid aside— 
for the time at least—his unprovable as- 
sumption that the scientific expalnation is 
the only one credible. 

Let him read at least a chapter a day, 
beginning perhaps in Mark, Romans, or 
John. Reading those three books in that 
order would be logical. Then go on to the 
other Gospels and the epistles and begin 
to read the Old Testament. 

And the result? He will be giving God 
a chance to reveal Himself. For faith 
comes by reading and hearing the word 
of God (see Romans 10:17). 
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Meanwhile, if he has time, it will be a 
good idea for him to get hold of some good 
books on Christian evidences. If he is in 
earnest in being willing to know, he will 
be surprised and perhaps shocked to see 
how different history and science become 
when interpreted on the basis of the sup- 
position of the eternal and overruling pro- 
vidence of God, rather than the supposi- 
tion that matter is eternal and self-direct- 
ing. And he may be shocked to discover 
how much more closely the known facts 
fit into this alternative world view. 

Meanwhile let Christian friends know 
of his purpose so that they can be praying. 
Here again, let him realize that he does 
not know whether or not God answers 
prayer. The answers that come seem far 
too consistent to be explained on the 
basis of self-psychology or coincidence, if 
one is honest in examining this matter 
rather than seeking to defend a previously 
held opinion. The Bible says that when 
Christians pray, the Holy Spirit of God 
begins to strive with the person for whom 
they are praying. Jesus said, “When He, 
the Spirit of truth... is come, He shall 
convince the world of sin . . .” Your friend 
doesn’t believe in sin? Again, that de- 
pends on his presupposition. If his theory 
is that the material alone is true, then 
morality is merely a matter of convenience 
and social progress or regress. But if God 
is, and has decreed right and wrong, dis- 
obedience is not mefely progress or re- 
gress. It is sin. It is of this that the Holy 
Spirit convicts. 

And when at last a man knows that he 


has really sinned against Almighty God, 
then He is ready to know that God has 
decreed eternal hell and has also decreed 
eternal life for those who come to Him 
through Jesus Christ’s suffering in their 
place. 


Let it be understood, however, that 
many agnostics are afraid to try this ex- 
periment. For the finding out, the assur- 
ance, will be, they fear, merely a self-psy- 
chologizing process, they will believe 
without scientific proof. 


To an extent this is true. They are 
asked to throw overboard their long held 
theory that scientific proof is alone valid, 
and adopt another presupposition—that a 
personal God is ultimate. Let your agnos- 
tic friend remember, however, that if God 
exists He lays down the rules as to how 
we are to find Him. We don’t. We can’t 
demand that God conform to our ideas. 
He has promised to prove Himself to us 
if we are willing. That then is the question. 
Is the skeptic willing to know and to do 
His will even if it means throwing over- 
board his presuppositions? If not, he has 
cut himself off from knowing whether 
there is a supernatural world by trying to 
make it conform to his naturalistic scien- 
tific theories. If it did, it would not be 
supernatural. 


The way to help your skeptical friend 
find Christ is not primarily argument. 
Rather, help him overcome his prejudices 
and pray for him so that the Holy Spirit 
will do His work of convicting and bring- 
ing to the Saviour. 


Jt is more important to talk to Ged about men than to talk to men about God. 
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By Epwarp PENTECOST 





1 
UNE already, and summer was starting. 
And summer meant Summer School Su 
here at the University of Mexico for some He 


twelve hundred U. S. students, each the 
object of God’s love. 


be 


How many of these would know Him 


| 
| 
when they arrived no one knew, but one th 
thing was certain: all of them have a 

right to hear and know, and so someone «¢ 
must tell them. th 


The vision grew, but what could be 


done? In such a short time, would it be ol 
possible to do anything? Could we make h 
any impression on even One or two in six Ic 
weeks? Not a year, not a semester, just tl 
six short weeks lay before us. Would 0 
effort be worthwhile? 
But they needed to hear. And even one 

is important to God. Best of all, two or i 
three Christians had met every week for S 


several weeks to ask the Lord about it. 
SE EEL A ATT REESE SN ES A TTA TL UE! 


Left: Ed Pentecost, who writes this true story, is 
a student at the University of Mexico, having 








previously graduated from Hampden-Sydney 
College and the Dallas Theological Seminary. 








1 ‘between classes” 


Surely He was not limited by time, and 
He gave assurance that something might 
be done, that it was our duty to try. 

Registration was near; students would 
be arriving. Now, how could we meet 
them? 

We approached the school director: 
“Sir, could you use help in registering 
these students?” 

And the answer came: “We would be 
glad to have someone to meet the students, 
help them through the points of the cata- 
logue, show them how to register, and help 
them find places to live. It should be some- 
one who speaks English.” 

We were helpers made to order. 

They began to come, in ones and twos, 
in larger groups. Hesitant, bold, joyful, 
scared, emotional, backward—every sort. 
Then our job began... 

‘May I help you folks?” 

“What a relief; he speaks English.” 
“Where do we register?” “Where can | 
find a catalogue?” “Where can | find a 
room?”—all the questions everyone who 


scene at the University of Mexico where 20,000 students study 
























sometime 
knows, only a little more so because the 
country and language were strange. 

Then we asked questions. “Where are 
you from? Oh, that’s my state too. Go to 
school there?”—all the questions that 
make up getting acquainted. 

We were especially on the look-out for 
Christians and watched for word or act 
that might identify them. We took down 
names, addresses, schools—anything that 
would help a future contact. Then the first 
two days of classes we looked up those 
who seemed most likely to be Christians; 
at the end of the first week we had found 
sixteen. Praise God, the start had been 
made! 

“Wouldn’t it be great to have a picnic?” 
They were all for it, and thirty students 
gathered for a good time out-of-doors. 
Rain in the evening didn’t make much 
difference; we had shelter and contin- 


has registered somewhere 


ued on. 
As the half dozen weeks flew, it was 
possible, though not as often as we would 








have liked, to get together for praise and 
prayer to a Father who does wonderful 
things. And we were strengthened by the 
fellowship. 

Then came the climax! It was the last 
day of school, and the classes went as 
usual from 8:00 to 9:00. But then at 9:30 
came the news that “Peace has come!” It 
was voiced throughout the school. The bell 
was sounded, and from every room came 
running students and professors alike all 
shouting, crying, wondering, “Is it really 
true?” And in the midst of all of this, one 
said, “Let’s sing a hymn and have prayer 
in thanksgiving.” What a joy this was to 
hear! 

So out through the midst of the other 
sounds, with the students filling the patio 
and the side corridors, sounded the strains 
of “Praise God from Whom all blessings 
flow, Praise Him all creatures here be- 
low . . .” Then, as once was not enough, it 
came again with the entire group joining 
in. Then from the side someone called out, 
“Let’s sing the National Anthem.” And as 
that died away the National Anthem of 
Mexico came out, with sure fervor, though 











Recent word from the Inter-Varsity staff 
member at the University of Mexico is en- 
couraging. Sent there last winter by U.S. and 
Canadian students, he has spent several months 
in making contacts and now reports the forma- 
tion of a weekly Bible study group where 
several Christian students, and some not yet 
Christians, meet to study and pray. The begin- 
nings of a student center near the campus are 
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less volume because it was not as well 
known. 

As this grand tune ended, one on the 
steps spoke, as a stillness and hush fell 
upon the entire gathering, “I am sure that 
we are all of one mind this morning, that 
this is a thing which the Lord has done. 
As we realize that, I know that we all want 
to thank Him for it. Let us lift our hearts 
in prayer and gratitude to a God who has 
done wondrous things.” And so, with 
bowed heads and opened hearts, students 
joined as they were led in giving thanks 
to God. 

The prayer was ended; heads were 
lifted. Eyes had been bathed in tears. 
Handkerchiefs were in use, and none was 
ashamed. There was rejoicing and grati- 
tude. What could come out but hymns, 
and then national songs. Friends greeted 
others, embracing, and weeping in their 
rejoicing. It was a wonderful experience. 
How thankful everybody was for such an 
occasion. And how blessed was the op- 
portunity and climax to testify to the 
power and love of a living God and Sav- 
iour. 

It was a good six weeks! 


bearing fruit. Continued prayer and financial 
support for this project by U.S, and Canadian 
students is needed. University of Toronto chap- 
ter has pledged $250 for the year. Other chap- 
ters have already sent in contributions. Any 
funds for this work should be mailed to the 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship national 
headquarters at 1130 Bay Street, Toronto 5 or 
64 E. Lake Street, Chicago 1. 
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well | A character sketch of one whose friendship has meant much to many students. 
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This is my priend 


By W. H. GrirritH THOMAS 


W WILL test Him just as we would 
any other human character. We 
therefore consider the picture of Jesus 
Christ as He is brought before us in the 
Gospels. 

One of His closest disciples has sum- 
med up his own impression of Jesus Christ 
in the following words: “We beheld His 
glory ... full of grace and truth.” These 
two words, “grace” and “truth,” describe 
His personal character. 

By “grace” we are to understand His 
graciousness of soul, manner, attitude, 
speech and action. We can see this very 
plainly in His influence on the daily life 
of those disciples who were His constant 
companions, It is written on every page 
of the Gospels that He was attractive to 
people generally, and not least to little 
children. 

It is a fine test of personal power to 
observe how little children regard a man, 
and Jesus Christ answers this test to per- 
fection. Grace was manifest in everything 
that He was and did. There never was such 
a life of graciousness to those around. 

“Truth” is also another marked charac- 
teristic of the life of Jesus Christ. Reality 
was stamped on everything about Him. 
His life was holy, His word was true, His 


whole character was the embodiment of 
truth. There never has been a more real 
or genuine man than Jesus of Nazareth. 

It is not only the presence but the com- 
bination of these two elements of grace 
and truth in Jesus Christ that calls for at- 
tention. We cannot help noticing their 
perfect blend and their equally perfect 
proportion. Grace by itself might easily 
lead to weakness and mere sentimentality. 
Truth by itself might easily be expressed 
in rigour, sternness, severity. But when 
grace is strengthened by truth, and truth 
is mellowed by grace, we have the perfect 
balance and consistency that demands our 
attention. Other men are only fragmen- 
tary, one-sided, biased. He is complete, 
balanced, perfect. Ordinary men often 
manifest unequally one or other of these 
elements; Jesus Christ manifested them 
both in beautiful harmony and exquisite 
proportion. He embraces all the good ele- 
ments which mark other men, and it is not 
too much to say that there is no element 
missing which men think desirable in the 
human character. 

Not only so, He possesses all these ele- 
ments in a higher degree than any one 
else, and with perfect balance and propor- 
tion. There is no weakness, no exaggera- 
tion or strain, no strong and weak points, 
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as is the case with the rest of mankind. 

Still more, there are certain elements 
and traits of character which are not found 
elsewhere, such as absolute humility, en- 
tire unselfishness, whole-hearted_ willing- 
ness to forgive, and the most beautiful 
and perfect holiness. Nor must we over- 
look the wonderful blending of contrasts 
which are to be seen in Jesus Christ; the 
combination of keenness and integrity, of 
caution and courage, of tenderness and 
severity, of sociability and aloofness. Or 
we may think of the elements of sorrow 
without moroseness, of joy without light- 
ness, of spirituality without asceticism, of 
conscientiousness without morbidness, of 
freedom without license, of earnestness 
without fanaticism. 

How, then, are we to account for 
this perfect blending and exquisite har- 
mony? There is no doubt or question as 
to the environment of Jesus Christ; it was 
essentially and solely Jewish. His nation, 
place, home, work, were Jewish. And yet 
the picture of Jesus Christ in the Gospels 
is not a Jewish picture. There is nothing 
in Judaism to explain it. The records of 
Jewish history, whether of Christ’s own 
day or of earlier times, to say nothing of 
later centuries, will be searched in vain 
for any Jewish picture corresponding to 
that of Jesus of Nazareth: We can see 
something of typical Jewish character in 
our Lord’s day from a study of John the 





Author of this sketch of Jesus Christ is the late 
W. H. Griffith Thomas, formerly Professor of 
Old Testament Literature, Wycliffe College, 
Toronto; and Principal of Wycliffe Hall, Ox- 
ford. This article is extracted from Dr. Thomas’ 
important book ‘Christianity is Christ,” pub- 
lished by Longman's Green & Co., now out of 
print in the U.S. and Canada 


Baptist and St. Paul. Although, therefore, 
Jesus Christ is historical and Jewish, it 
is abundantly evident that He transcends 
the limits of Judaism. 

Nor is it a Gentile picture. There is 
nothing in Greece or Rome to account for 
it. The greatest and highest personages of 
these countries have never revealed any- 
thing approaching the grace and truth 
manifested in Jesus Christ. 

Nor can we account for this portrait 
by means of a blending of Jew and Gen- 
tile. There is nothing whatever in history 
to show that this would be the outcome of 
such a union of racial and personal char- 
acteristics. The typical blend of Jew and 
Gentile was seen in Alexandria in such a 
man as Philo. 

We do not wonder, therefore, that the 
question asked by His contemporaries, 
“Whence hath this man this wisdom and 
these mighty works?” should be asked 
concerning His character by men of all 
ages, for there is nothing in history to 
account for Him. 

This impression of the personal char- 
acter of Jesus Christ is the first and earliest 
derived from a reading of the Gospels. But 
it is not the complete impression, and we 
must now take a further step. The perfect 
blending of grace and truth, although 
unique, is not absolutely conclusive proof 
of anything more than exceptional Man- 
hood; but as we continue to read the story 
of Jesus Christ in the Gospels we are 
soon brought face to face with a truly 
unique element. He is seen to be entirely 
without sin. This, if true, means that there 
has been one Man in whom the entail of 
sin was broken, one Man utterly different 
in this respect from every other human 
being of whom we have any historical or 
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actual knowledge. This is a gigantic fact 
if it be true, and it calls for the severest 
scrutiny. We have a threefold witness to 
the sinlessness of Jesus Christ. 

There is the witness of His foes. The 
Jews followed Him from place to place, 
watched Him with keen-eyed endeavor to 
entrap Him in word or deed. Pilate and 
Herod, who were incarnations of clever- 
ness and cruelty, could find no fault in 
Him, and He was only condemned at last 
by the production of false witnesses. He 
Himself challenged His opponents to con- 
vict Him of sin; “Which of you con- 
vinceth me of sin?” is a challenge which 
was never met, although He was sur- 
rounded by ruthless hostility almost all 
through the period of His earthly Man- 
hood. 

Still more, there is the evidence of His 
friends. The cynical Frenchman said that 
“No man is a hero to his own valet,” but 
this dictum is entirely set at nought by 
the story of Jesus Christ. One after an- 
other of His disciples bears the same testi- 
mony to Him. One of His earliest fol- 
lowers said of Him that He “did no sin, 
neither was guile found in His mouth.” 
Another of them said, “We beheld His 
glory.” They lived with Him intimately 
for nearly three years, occupying the 
same house, traveling at times in the same 
little boat, sharing common needs, endur- 
ing common ostracism, and yet not one 
of them could ever point to the faintest 
shadow upon His character. This testi- 
mony is all the more remarkable because 
of its indirectness. It was only gradually 
that in looking back the disciples realized 
their Master was sinless, but they lay no 
stress on the fact. Perhaps this is because 
it seemed so perfectly in harmony with 
all they knew of Him. 


Above all, there is the testimony of 
Christ’s own life. We have the record of 
His intimate communion with His heaven- 
ly Father, His prayers and some of His 
holiest and most intimate utterances. 
There is no trace of any defect ever being 
confessed by Him to God. He was ever 
preaching repentance to others, but never 
repented.of sins of His own. Not a trace 
of repentance is found in Him, though 
human piety always begins at this point. 
He was always denouncing sin, but never 


confessed to any sin in Himself. 


The best reason we have for believing 
in the sinlessness of Jesus is the fact that 
He allowed His dearest friends to think 
that He was. There is in all His talk no 
trace of regret or hint of compunction, or 
suggestion of sorrow for shortcoming, or 
slightest vestige of remorse. He taught 
other men to think of themselves as sin- 
ners, He asserted plainly that the human 
heart is evil, He told His desciples that 
every time they prayed they were to pray 
to be forgiven, but He never speaks or 
acts as though He Himself has the faintest 
consciousness of having ever done any- 
thing other than what was pleasing to 


God. 


Still more, we have in Jesus Christ a fact 
that is unique in the history of human life 
and character—a perfectly holy Man de- 
claring His own holiness. The universal 
history of the highest and noblest saints 
shows that the nearer they approached the 
infinite holiness of God the more conscious 
they became of their own lack of holiness, 
and yet in the case of Jesus Christ there 
is not only the absence of sin, but from 
time to time declarations of His own holi- 
ness and meekness. There was not a trace 
of that self-depreciation which in others 
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is always associated with the highest char- 
acter. This is all the more remarkable if 
we observe the instances in the life of 
Jesus Christ when He expressed indigna- 
tion against His own enemies. Yet there 
is nothing in His life for which He was 
sorry afterwards; no remembrance of evil 
ever impaired the consciousness of His 
fellowship with God. Not for a single in- 
stant did the faintest shadow come be- 
tween Him and His heavenly Father. He 
was without sin. 

And that which we find so evident in 
the record of the Gospels has been ac- 
knowledged on every hand even by those 
who have not accepted Jesus Christ in 
the Christian sense of the term. David 
Strauss could say that Jesus Christ had “a 
conscience unclouded by the memory of 
any sins.”” And John Stuart Mill wrote 
that “Religion cannot be said to have made 
a bad choice in pitching on this Man as 
the ideal representative and guide of hu- 
manity.” 

If it be asked why the Christian Church 
has made so much of the sinlessness of 
Christ, the answer is, because of its close 
and essential relation to human sin. Chris- 
tianity as a religion is unique in its claim 
to deliver from sin, and this claim is based 
on the sinlessness of Christ. If Christ’s 
own life had not been sinless, it is obvious 
that He could not be the Redeemer of 
mankind from sin. “Physician, heal thy- 
self,” would have a very definite personal 
application to Christ Himself. 

Now this unique element of sinlessness 
in Christ has to be accounted for. It is a 
moral miracle. Only one Man out of the 
millions of human beings is proved to have 
been without sin. Deny the sinlessness of 
Christ, and His inner life becomes an in- 
soluble enigma, and His claim to be the 





Saviour utterly falls; accept it, and at 
once we are met with the simple fact that 
there is nothing like it in nature, and that 
it must be a moral miracle. Now a moral 
miracle is just as real as a physical miracle, 
and it is for this reason that Christians 
call attention to the sinlessness of Jesus 
Christ. While sinlessness alone may not 
prove Deity, it assuredly argues for the 
credibility of the record and leads to the 
consideration of Christ’s personal claims. 

This, then, is the first point to be con- 
sidered in regard to Christ. His perfect life 
of grace and truth and His unique life 
of sinlessness call for attention and de- 
mand an adequate answer. The alterna- 
tives are Incarnation and Evolution. Re- 
ject Incarnation, and then Evolution is 
utterly unable to account for Christ. 

If He was man only, we ask in the name 
of that holiness which is the life of the in- 
telligent universe, and in the name of God 
with whom the interests of holiness are 
paramount, how it has come to pass, that 
of all men He alone has risen to spiritual 
perfection? What God did for piety and 
virtue on the earth at one time and in one 
case, God certainly could have done at 
other times and in other cases. If Jesus 
was man only, God could have raised up, 
in successive ages, many such living ex- 
amples of sanctified humanity as He was, 
to correct, instruct, and quicken the world. 
But He did not; and the real cause of the 
continuance of moral evil, and the limited 
success of holiness and truth in the earth, 
is thus declared to be in God—that cause 
is the withholding of His merciful influ- 
ences. 

Are we not right in saying with Bush- 
nell that “The character of Jesus Christ 
forbids His possible classification with 
men”? 
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QUESTION ) 





en J have a question that bas been botbering me for quite a while, and friends 
o of mine who are not Christians bave frequently asked me about it. Why was 
it that God commanded the Israelites to wipe out the people who lived in Canaan even 
the animals and children? My friends feel that this is immoral and unworthy of God. 


What is the answer? 


q 
en On the surface it may seem “immoral and unworthy of God” to encourage the 
je Israelites in their annihilation of the people of Jericho, Ai, Lachish, Eglon and 
Debir during the conquest of the promised land. But there are two main principles 
which we must bear in mind: 
1. We are in no position to judge God in respect to righteousness. 
2. God had a definite purpose in the scope and nature of these victories which 
| made their severity necessary. 
When we say that it is “unworthy of God” thus to deal with pagan nations we 
| usually overlook the fact that He frequently raised up pagan kings (Nebuchadnezzar, 
Darius, et al.) to punish His own chosen people for their disobedience and unfaith- 
| fulness; the peoples of Canaan can scarcely have deserved less severe punishment. 
As a matter of fact no man or nation in history has in himself deserved less than death, 
physical and spiritual, for sin against God. 
God had a specific purpose in mind in cleaning out the land in preparation for 
occupancy by the children of Israel. Several times it is explained in the Bible that 
| God had chosen a people for His Name which He would separate from the world 
in order to reveal to and through them His requirements for holy living and His 
provisions in that regard. The first clear reference is in Exodus 33 :16 but this is consider- 
ably amplified by Leviticus 20:22-26. Here it is stated that the Israelies were to have 
neither social or spiritual contact with the nations whose land they entered. It is 
pointed out that these people practised particularly abhorrent pagan rites and possessed 
| an unusually low standard of moral conduct which would pollute the Israelites. Arch- 
| aeological research in Palestine during the past few decades has yielded ample 
| independent evidence of this. For these reasons God commanded that the degenerate 
| Canaanites be exterminated. Moreover, it is well to bear in mind that the most import- 
ant single lesson God sought to teach the Israelites was a lesson of His holiness as 
| contrasted with their unholiness, necessitating an atonement before reconciliation 
with God was possible. The new land required purging even as did the new people. 









































‘That day 7 wout forget 


In the life of everyone who becomes a Chris- 
tian there is a day when faith first appears. For 
some, faith comes after a long process of Chris- 
tian training, and the moment of first believing 
is almost unrecognized; for others it is a vividly 
remembered day, sudden, life changing. Such 
it was for Clara Bianchi of San Jose College 
and Doris Cochran, student nurse at Emanuel 
Hospital, Portland, Oregon. Here are their 
statements: 


Jam a Roman Catholic 


] was graduated from high school 
in June 1942 and enrolled at a business 
college that fall. Life had been rather fri- 
volous for me, but being among new 
people at the business school, I had more 
time for serious thinking and began to 
search for a deeper meaning of life. I said 
my prayers, etc. (this | had always done, 
but more so now). However, this did not 
help much and as I look back I can see 
why it did not: prayer as I knew it then 
was a string of words, for I had been 
taught in catechism classes to repeat cer- 
tain prayers word for word. At that time | 
said my prayers—now | pray. 

Then God stepped in. Can you imagine 
a soul passing from death unto life by pro- 
videntially turning on the radio? This is 
what happened to me. One November 
evening I turned on the radio to get the 
Italian news for my mother and as it was 
a little early, | heard part of a religious 
program. A girl was singing a joyful gos- 
pel song, which seemed strange to me 
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since our church music is very solemn. | 
confess that I was amused by it. I listened 
to the preacher and | was surprised at 
many of his remarks. After listening to 
several programs, I realized that I was a 
sinner and knew that God wanted more 
from me than a series of words in the form 
of prayer and the attendance of mass on 
Sunday. 


This book the man was talking about, 
what was it? I’d heard the Bible men- 
tioned at Sunday School once in a while 
since there was a class called “Bible His- 
tory” for the older children (those who 
had been confirmed—12 years old or 
more) but it was optional and I did not 
attend. I was convinced that I needed a 
Bible very badly and purchased a copy 
and began to read and study it. No one 
scripture verse told me that I must be con- 
verted—but the whele Bible did! 

In late summer of 1943 I received my 
diploma from the business school and was 
offered a position at San Jose State Col- 
lege. 

The Lord led me to accept, and one 
of the first things I did was to buy a Bible 
for my desk. I received criticism from both 
students and faculty, but He was with 
me and I endured and the Bible remained 
on the desk. Thank God that it did! 


In the spring of 1944, a very sweet 
woman invited me to attend a Bible study 


group on the campus because she saw the 
Bible on my desk. 
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I promised her I would come and really 
meant to. | passed the room where the 
group met many times and came quite 
close to turning the knob of the door 
when I heard the joyful singing, but each 
time fear seized my heart and I turned 
away without going in. (It seems the Lord 
has used the turning of knobs very ef- 
first when I turned 
the knob of our radio a little early, I be- 
came a Christian; when I turned the knob 
of the Collegiate Christian Fellowship 
door, I became a stronger Christian.) | 
was afraid to go in because I was a weak 
Christian, a babe in Christ, and never 
having known fellowship like this, I felt 
that I did not belong there. 

But my friend continued to invite me 
and finally | made arrangements to meet 
her at my office one noon hour and went 
to the Collegiate Christian Fellowship 
meeting with her. This was in May, 1944 
and since that time I have missed only 
one meeting and that was because I was 
ill and had to go home. I wanted to be 
with the group as much as I possibly 
could, because I saw Christ in it. 

I’ve often wondered why I was to timid 
about joining Collegiate Christian Fel- 
lowship, but I can see it clearly now. It 





fectively in my life 


was a very good lesson in patience for me. 
When I think of the way I acted, it gives 
me the strength to invite people over and 
over again, just as my friend asked me. 
Similarly, I’ve wondered why the Lord 
chose to have me receive Catholic train- 
ing and go without the Bible for seventeen 
and one-half years. He has shown me the 
reason for this also—aren’t there thou- 
sands of people who are in the same 
position as | was? How many are there 
that do not know what the Bible is, in 
spite of the fact that they attend church 


every Sunday? I feel that because I have 
passed through this way that I am better 
qualified to help those others through. For 
this reason I have remained in the Catho- 
lic church, in spite of the fact that it has 
many unscriptural doctrines. If | were to 
leave, the people of my church would look 
upon me as an outcast and not listen to 
one word I have to say. Since other de- 
nominations are so fiercely denounced by 
our church, and listening to non-Catholic 
preachers is considered a sin—where will 
these people learn the truth, if not from 
a fellow Catholic? My view on this po‘nt 
is the same as that of Jesus when he said 
in Luke 5:31, “They that are whole need 
not a physician; but they that are sick.” 
If any organization needs blood-bought 
Christians, it is the Catholic religion, and 
that is why | am there. | will remain in 
this church as long as the Lord leads me 
to; just as I will continue to work with 
Collegiate Christian Fellowship as long as 
He directs. 


How can J find God? 


|. WAS my first experience in a 
church young people’s camp. As the presi- 
dent of our Y. P. League, | was sent as a 
delegate. 

Sports had been my chief interest in 
life so camp activities were wonderful but 
as the days went by I found I| didn’t care 
to play—I didn’t even care to eat. Every- 
one, including myself, thought I was sick. 
But through my mind ran these questions, 
“Is this all there is to life? Where is God?” 

It was announced that on a certain 
evening the District Superintendent of the 
Church would answer any questions that 
were on our minds. With much expecta- 
tion, | put my question in the box, “How 
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can I find God?” Finally the evening came 
and one after another the questions were 
dealt with. Then came mine. The speaker 
thought for a moment and then said, 
“This is a difficult one to answer since | 
don’t know whether the inquirer is a girl 
or a fellow and I don’t know the circum- 
stances. Perhaps the one who wrote it had 
better see his or her dean tomorrow.” 


I was crushed but went at the first free 
time the next day to see the camp Dean 
of Women. She called in her husband, the 
Dean of Men. For two hours they ques- 
tioned me as to what I did for amusements, 
what kind of training I had had in my 
home, and how long | had been going to 
church. Finally they told me that my posi- 
tion in the church was enviable—I was 
the young people’s president, a member 
of the church quartet and the choir, the 
president of the Young People’s Mission- 
ary Society and a Sunday School secre- 


tary. Surely there was nothing more that 
any young person could want. 

Then they had to leave to take charge 
of the camp recreation. After they had 
gone I noticed the Bible lying on the bed 
and picking it up opened to the fifteenth 
chapter of John. In this chapter I saw my- 
self as a dead branch and fit only for de- 
struction. | asked God to lead me and to 
show me how I could be a fruit-bearing 
Christian. 


As I left that camp the Lord gave me 
an opportunity to attend a Christian 
conference where I learned that salvation 
is through the blood of Jesus Christ. It 
was at that conference that I made my 
first confession of Jesus as my personal 
Saviour. Since that time He has led me and 
I have found joy and peace in serving Him. 

My verse is, “And ye shall seek me and 
find me when ye shall search tor me with 
all your heart” (Jeremiah 29:13). 


But Definitely ? 


Some of the exciting ‘ 


swingy” Gospel choruses we frequently hear lead one to 


wonder by what stretch of the imagination they are placed in the category of 
sacred music... Is jazz and swing, set to a smattering of Gospel truth, as attractive 
to young people as its exponents believe it to be? Even to some Christian young 
people, who certainly enjoy life and variety in every phase of the Lord’s work, the 
modernized swing rendition of the old hymns of the church seems a sacrilege. 

















The 


“inspirational song service” 


—King's Business 





needs to be watched very carefully. Some 


of us have had first-hand experience with these song services and have become 
afraid of them. The popular song leader in many of our circles is the fellow who 
calls upon the congregation to “lift the roof off...Let’s put some pep in it 


tonight... All the bald-headed men on the third stanza...’—Calvin Forum 


Many special songs and instrumental numbers in religious meetings are merely 


a pretense to call attention to the talent, the eloquence, the cleverness, the charm 
of persons rather than Christ. This is taking the things of God and making them 
a spring-board for the glorification of humanity. 


—Adapted from Spirit, Soul and Body by James R. Graham. 
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Information Please 


1. If you were.a missionary to people who 
(a) live their entire lives on boats, (b) live al- 
most entirely on meat, (c) have never seen a 
river, (d) worship the cow, where would you 
be? (Answer each part separately.) 


2. If you were appointed a missionary to the 
(a) Berbers, (b) Miaos, (c) Quechuas, where 
would you go to reach them? 


3. Who was the first missionary to the Mos- 
lems: Kubla Khan, Raymond Lull, St. Augus- 
tine, or the Apostle Paul? 


4. There are in the world today, 10, 50, or 
250 million Moslems? 


5. To whom are the following titles given: 
(a) The Apostle to the Gentiles, (b) The Father 
of Modern Missions, (c) The Apostle to the 
Illiterate? 


6. What great missionary explorer used the 
expression, “The open sore of the world,” and 
to what was he referring? 


7. To what people were the following men 
missionaries: (a) Brainerd, (b) Ulfilas, (c) 
Zwemer? 


8. Name the places most often connected 
with the ministry of (a) Judson, (b) Goforth, 
(c) Paton, (d) Lambie, (e) Carey. 


9. Which of the following Latin American 
countries have over 50 percent pure Indian 
population: Mexico, Panama, Peru, Guatemala? 


10. If you sent one translator to each lan- 
guage of the Philippines would you need to 
send 32, 77, 109, or 285? 


11. There are 10 million lepers in the world 
today. What percentage are being cared for: 
1.5, 10, or 30 percent? 


12. Into how many languages has (a) the 
whole Bible, (b) the entire New Testament, (c) 
one complete book of the Bible, (d) some por- 
tion or more, been translated? 


13. These seven clues describe one mission 
field. Where is it? (Try to get it from the least 
number of clues possible, taking them in suc- 
cession.) (a) It has 189 races and peoples, 
(b) speaking 150 languages, (c) practicing 
40 religions, (d) inhabiting 74 assorted regions 
and territories, (e) depending on locality, they 
wear reindeer fur, Moslem veils, ordinary coats 
and pants, (f) covering one-sixth of the world’s 
land surface, (g) totalling 193 million men, 
women and children. 


14. Name the following mission field. (a) It 
has two-thirds the area of the U.S.A., (b) 
speaks 225 languages, not including dialects, 
(c) in only 15 of these languages is there a 
complete Bible, (d) has 187,000 towns or vil- 
lages where no missionary has ever been, (e) 
has one of the highest death rates in the world, 
(f) yet its annual population increase is five 
million, (g) it was one of the first lands to be 
the object of missionary endeavor, (b) it has a 
population of 380 million people. 


HERE ARE THE ANSWERS 


1. (a) S. China (b) Eskimos of Alaska and 
N. Canada (c) Mayas of Yucatan (d) India. 

2. (a) N. Africa (b) S.W. China (c) Peru, 
Ecuador or Bolivia. 

3. Raymond Lull. 

4. 250 million. 

5. (a) The Apostle Paul (b) Wm. Carey 
(c) Dr. Laubach. 

6. David Livingstone, referring to the slave 
trade in Africa. 


7. (a) North American Indians (b) Goths 
(c) Moslems. 
8. (a) Burma (b) China (c) New Hebrides 
(d) Ethiopia (e) India. 
9. Peru, Guatemala. 
10. 109. 
11. 1.5 per cent, i, e. 150,000. 
12. (a) Approx. 200 (b) 400 (c) 900 (d) 
1062. 
13. ULS.S.R. 
14, India. 


Reprinted from Jranslation, magazine of the Wycliffe Translators, 
U.S. headquarters at 1305 North Louise Street, Glendale 7, California 
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Get tough with yourself 


SOFT Christians may survive and be of lim 
S ited usefulness in the homeland, but not on 
the mission field. Prospective missionaries (and 
others) need to bear down on themselves in 
preparation for foreign service by developing a 
rugged, Spirit-filled character which the King 


can use.—EpItor. 
Humility. If we are wrong let us con- 
fess it. It will be humiliating, but it will 


be the straight thing to do; and no one 
ever loses standing in the eyes of those 
he seeks to help by being honest. Be 
willing to learn from the experience of 
others—experienced older people, inex- 
perienced younger ones, people of the 
country, anyone, if only we may do our 
job more for God’s glory. The best way 
of doing things in the homelands is very 
often not the best way abroad. ; 

Popularity is dangerous, attracting peo- 
ple to oneself; influence is most often un- 
conscious. God can use the latter if we 
live near enough to Him, but the former 
should never be sought. “He made Him- 
self of no reputation.” 

Adaptability. We must learn to be 
adaptable, and be willing to start from the 
beginning and go to school again to learn 
the language and the customs and the 
mind of the people to whom we go. If 
we do not like having our careful plans al- 
tered and something quite different sub- 
stituted, the sooner we learn to be able to 
take this joyfully the better. 

Patience is needed for the study of the 
language and ways of our new homeland. 
It is no use trying to hurry the imme- 


morial East. It is seldom any use to give 
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someone “a piece of your mind.” It is 
usually not worth giving. And the heat 
of the tropics does not encourage the 
spontaneous growth of patience. So it is 
a lesson to be learned, a gift to be asked 
from God who freely gives all we need. 

Temperament. Even amongst Chris- 
tians differences of natural temperament 
often lead to friction and lack of peace. 
You may find yourself in a mission station 
with one other missionary whose tastes 
and interests and temperament are the 
very reverse of yours. If you do not get 
on together God’s name is dishonored 
before those you hope to win for Chirst, 
for such a feeling of estrangement will 
soon be known to them. What have you 
A love for the Lord, a call 
to His service among those who know 
Him not. Pray. Pray frequently togeth- 
er. Pray for others. Worship and adore 
your Lord together, and the petty things 
that might cause friction will be harm- 
less to annoy. 

Thoughts. Think the best of others. 
Critical thoughts, unclean thoughts, wor- 
rying thoughts, envious thoughts, thoughts 
of self-pity that dwell upon difficulties 
ahead, or that imagine offence or opposi- 
tion in others may be put into our minds 
by the evil one. Do not let them stay. The 
Holy Companion is within us and knows 


in common? 





Reprinted from the Dobnavur Fellowship, South 
India. This article can be obtained in pamphlet 
form without charge (send stamped, addressed 
from the Student Foreign 
Missions Fellowship, 64 €, Lake, Chicago 1. 
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our thoughts. Let Him control them, and 
keep us too from that waste of God’s time 
which we call day-dreaming. 

Books. What do we read? For re- 
freshment, encouragement, uplifting help 
of all kinds, there are many books. Let 
us keep to these. 

Friendsbip. true friendship 
should make us more accessible to others 
and more understanding and helpful. Ex- 
clusive friendships are unhealthy. 

Marriage. Very many look forward 
to this as God’s good gift. 
sion field there are some kinds of work 
which married people can do better be- 
cause they are married. There are equal- 
ly a number of situations where single 
men or single women are far better able to 
do the work that God has appointed. So let 
us take nothing for granted and be very, 
very sure of God’s guidance in this most 


Every 


In the mis- 


solemn of decisions. 

Social life. Do not become a slave 
to social life, for it is a snare to many on 
the mission field. Can you do without the 
company of people of your own race? 
Learn to the company of the 
people you have come to serve. They will 
soon understand, and to win their confi- 
dence is worth all. 


love 


Not only does this 
at times help us in a difficult situation, but 
it lightens the necessary stress of our 
daily work. 
understand or appreciate the fun of life 
be the messenger of “the Gospel of the 
Happy God”? 

Joy. Be glad always. Praise God al- 
ways. When you are ill or tired or tempt- 
ed or at your wits end, learn the habit of 
perpetual praise, for it prepares a way 
whereby God may shew us His victory. 

The Bible. If you do not believe it to 


A sense of humor. 


How can one who does not 


be wholly the Word of God, for Christ’s 
sake, I say it reverently, do not come to 
the mission field. Keen Hindus believe in 
their holy books. Muslims in the Koran, 
and they have not much respect for one 
who brings a Holy Book which is unre- 


liable. 

The quiet time, the source of strength 
for each day. Get through to personal 
converse with the Lord. Let it not be- 
come formal. It must be a conversation 
with Our Beloved whom we love above 
all others. 
things, but worship and praise Him. The 
devil will try to let your work cut short 


No, not merely. ask Him for 


God’s hour, but do not give in, if you 
want to be of any use to the Lord. It is 
not the multitude of things accomplished 
but the closeness of our walk with Christ 
that determines whether our building will 
be gold, silver, precious stones, or wood, 
hay, stubble. 

Prayer. Pray often with your fellow- 
laborers, with anyone who loves the 
Lord. Let all work be spiritual—med- 
ical, educational, evangelistic, industrial. 
Many have lost their first spiritual enthu- 
siasm through pressure of work, so pray, 
pray, Pray. 

All manner of service. Whosoever of 
you will be the chiefest, shall be servant 
of all. 
to be served, but to serve and to give. 

It is the willingness and preparedness 
joyfully to be anything or do anything for 
which God looks. And He opens up His 
wealth to the men and women who are 
ready and able gladly to do without and to 
live disciplined lives, to whom Jesus Christ 
is truly all in all. As poor, yet making 
many rich. As having nothing and yet pos 
sessing all things, for all things are yours 
and ye are Christ's. 


For even the Son of Man came not 
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THIS I BELIEVE 


From the constitution of the Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship : 


All members of the Council of Refer- 
ence, the Board of Directors, the presi- 
dent and executive officers of each chap- 
ter, the leader of each study group, and 
every officer appointed by the Fellowship 
shall, in order to qualify for office, sub- 
scribe ex animo to his belief in the follow- 
ing principles: 


1). The unique Divine inspiration, in- 
tegrity and authority of the Bible. 


2). The Deity of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


3). The necessity and efficacy of the 
substitutionary death of Jesus Christ for 
the redemption of the world, and the his- 
toric fact of His bodily resurrection. 


4). The presence and power of the 


Holy Spirit in the work of regeneration. 


-) 


5). The consummation of the Kingdom 
in the “glorious appearing of the great 
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.” 
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By C. Stacey Woops, General Secretary 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship 


ee Christian Fellowship has 
five principles of faith to which all 
members of the Councils of Reference, 
Boards of Directors, staff, and chapter ex- 
ecutive committees must subscribe. 

In preparing this Basis of Faith, leaders 
of the Fellowship have not tried to enun- 
ciate everything they believe about Christ 
and the Christian faith. Nor has there 
been any attempt to find the greatest com- 
mon denominator of doctrinal agreement 
among evangelical Christians. Instead, the 
Basis of Faith is an expression of the spirit- 
ual and doctrinal purpose of the organi- 
zation. It is intended to be the simplest 
and most concentrated enunciation of doc- 
trine that would insure that the Fellow- 
ship, both nationally and locally, continue 
true to God and the Bible. 

Of course creed has ever suc- 
ceeded by itself in keeping an organiza- 
tion from becoming spiritually ineffective 
and untrue to Jesus Christ. A basis of 
faith is of value only as a guide for and 
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measure of the people and situations to 
which it is applied. 

Because the Fellowship is interdenomi- 
national and essentially based upon life in 
Christ rather than upon extensive know- 
ledge of spiritual truths and because the 
Fellowship wishes to be true to historic 
Christianity in its simplest form, there 
has been no attempt to set forth any pro- 
phetic position such as the pre-, post-, or 
amillennial view of eschatology. Instead, 
there is a strong belief in the personal 
return of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Again, there has been no attempt to take 
sides on the issue between Arminianism 
and Calvinism. 

Some have criticized the Basis of Faith 
for not stating a belief in the Trinity; such 
belief is implied, for no one who acknow- 
ledges the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ 
and the presence and power of the Holy 
Spirit in the work of regeneration would 
doubt the deity of God the Father. 

Other statements have been called in- 
adequate. But the statements are to be 
viewed not individually but in relationship 
to the other statements and to the basic 
principle behind each. 

A question sometimes arises for an 
Inter-Varsity chapter executive: just how 
should this Basis of Faith be used? It is 
not a flag to be waved aloft and saluted. 
Rather, it is an anchor that keeps the or- 
ganization from drifting from its doctrinal 
and scriptural moorings. An anchor that 
is working is under water and thus invis- 
ible. 

Some chapters have had the Basis of 
Faith read at freshman receptions or teas. 
Obviously, this is a mistake. First contact 
with students should emphasize friend- 
ship and present the Lord Jesus Christ as 


Saviour. The credal statement would bring 
little more than boredom to newcomers. 

The real function of the Basis of Faith 
in chapter activities is in assuring that 
special speakers are truly evangelical. In 
most cases it would be unwise to ask 
speakers to subscribe to it formally before 
they are permitted to speak; but the doc- 
trinal truths it embodies should be kept in 
mind when interviewing or discussing one 
about whom there is doubt. Also, if a 
chapter is to cooperate with other organi- 
zations in holding a meeting, the Basis 
can properly be used as a yardstick to 
show whether the man in question is ac- 
ceptable. 

Perhaps the most important place for 
the functioning of the principles of faith 
is at elections. Anyone being considered 
tor executive office should fully under- 
stand and adhere to them. Furthermore, 
he must realize his responsibility in seeing 
that these principles guide chapter activi- 
ties throughout the term. Just as great 
care should be taken as is exercised in the 
selection of Board and staff members of 
the Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship. 





[WHAT I 
| BELIEVE 


4 a5. 
NPA 


Because a clear understanding of Christian 
doctrine is so important, an article a month 
will appear in HIS this winter defining and am- 
plifying the fundamental beliefs of Christians 
listed on the opposite page. In addition, daily 
questions for personal Bible study will appear 
in the January issue and continue in each issue 
of HIS for six months. It’s all because campus 
Christians say they want to be more intelligent 
about what they believe—and why. Watch for 
these important features. 
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What about this matter of divine healing today? 


GOD AND THE DOCTORS 





By Josepu T. BayLy 


D orsn't the Bible teach divine healing?” 
Seemingly harmless, this question is a 
harbed shaft when put to a Christian medical 
student by an unbelieving classmate—es- 
pecially if a skeptical group awaits the 
answer. 

If the Christian med says “Yes,” the barb 
tag, Kentucky 
Mountain Brand,” which is a stumbling- 


may carry a “Christian: 
block to an effective witness. 

If he says “No” (as one did), he has real 
trouble in making his explanation that 
“James 5:14-15 means spiritual sickness— 
not physical” sound credible, even to un- 
believers. 

The Christian med might give an entirely 
Scriptural reply by saying, “The Bible does 
teach divine healing. But the Bible also 
teaches disinfection,! quarantine of conta- 
gious diseases,” the setting of fractures,* and 
medication.”# 

He might add that one of the outstanding 
early Christians, author of two New Testa- 
ment books, was Luke, “the beloved physi- 
cian.”5 

Jesus Christ also tacitly approved of the 
work of the medical man when he said, “They 
that be whole need not a physician, but they 
that are sick.”® 

God Approves of Doctors 

When the Israelites wandered in the wil- 

derness for forty years, God preserved their 


shoes and clothing miraculously so that they 
did not wear out.’ But He gave them strin- 
gent sanitary and medical regulations (see 
Leviticus) to preserve their health. 

Why the difference? Why did God over- 
rule in one case and not in the other? We 
can only speculate. Perhaps it was because, 
life ended and their 
clothes began to wear out, the crafts of shoe- 


when their nomadic 


making and sewing could be taken up im- 
mediately. But the instituting of unfamiliar 
health habits would take longer, meanwhile 
leaving the people defenseless against a de- 
structive plague. Whatever the reason, here 
is one of the strongest evidences for God's 
approval of natural means to prevent disease 
and preserve health. 

Here then is Biblical approval of medical 
men and methods. 


Trust God First 
But the Bible tells of one man who died 


when he trusted in a physician and not in 
God. 

“And Asa in the thirty and ninth year of 
his reign was diseased in his feet, until his 
disease was exceeding great: yet in his dis- 
ease he sought not to the Lord, but to the phy 
sicians. And Asa slept with his fathers, and 
died in the one and fortieth year of his 
reign.”’8 

This passage does not say the death was 
the doctor’s fault. It blames Asa for placing 
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his complete trust in his physician rather 
than in God. 

Many miraculous cures independent of 
medical therapy are recorded in the Old and 
New Testaments. Naaman, for instance.® 
The diagnosis was leprosy. But a complete 
cure was effected by God’s power, and Jesus 
Christ later testified to the truth of his heal- 
ing.° In the wilderness a miracle of healing 
took place when the Israelites were bitten by 
poisonous serpents. Among many other 
cures, Jesus Christ healed a man born 
blind.12 In early apostolic history a man 
born lame was healed at the Temple Gate 
Beautiful through Peter and John.?* The two 
cases are especially effective in silencing the 
rationalist who claims that divine healings 
recorded in the Bible were merely psycho- 
genic. These are not cases of hysteria (or 
Freud’s conversion neuroses) since the mind 
does not control congenital defects. 


Divine Healing Today? 

But what about God’s power in healing 
now? One of the most outstanding promises 
concerning divine healing is recorded in 
James 5:14-15. 

Dr. Benjamin B. Warfield suggested that 
the “oil” was a medicinal agent.14 Whether 
this is true or not, the thesis is not changed: 
“The prayer of faith shall save the sick, and 
the Lord shall raise him up.” 

Any attempt to deny or explain away the 
present truth of this passage imperils other 
doctrines of Scripture. Clearly these verses 
teach that God will heal the sick in answer 
to Christian prayer. They do not teach that 
God will use no medical means to effect the 
healing. 

In “rightly dividing the Word of truth” 
every passage must be understood in the light 
of the whole Word of God. James also states, 
“Every good gift and every perfect gift is 
from above, and cometh down from the 
Father of lights, with whom is no variable- 
ness, neither shadow of turning.”’?® 

Medical regulations in Leviticus were 
“good gifts” from God. So were the prescrip- 
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tions of medication in Old and New Testa- 
ments, And therapeutic means are at hand 
today because of God’s plan. Anesthesia, 
penicillin, technics of surgery, all “good 
gifts,” are from God for our use. 


Some “Miracles” Aren't! 

Bible records of divine healing must not be 
identified with some accounts of healing to- 
day. Many contemporary claims of healing 
can be explained on rational grounds. This 
fact does not affect the truth of Scriptural 
miracles. 

A qualitative difference seems to exist be- 
tween God’s healing work in the Bible and 
His work today. Today God does not miracu- 
lously restore an ear that has been cut off, 
as Jesus did.1° Nor does He restore life to 
a man dead and in the grave four days.1* Un- 
doubtedly claims of such miracles of healing 
will be advanced, and may be true. But God’s 
usual method today seems to be the use of 
existing medical means where available. * 

The mind may cause certain pathological 
conditions. Textbooks of abnormal psycho- 
logy contain many illustrations of blindness, 
paralysis, deafness and similar phenomena 
which are purely mental in origin. (But they 
are no less real.) 

The mind may also cure such conditions. 
In An Elementary Psychology of the Ab- 
normal W. B. Pillsbury states: “The treat- 
ment of neuroses is the one instance in 
which one may say that whatever physician 
and patient both devoutly believe is true. 
It will work for the individual who be- 
lieves .. .””18 

That is, Christian Science may cure such 
cases if the patient believes Christian Science 
can cure him. Or the Roman Catholic shrine 
at Lourdes. Or Coue’s suggestion treatment 
(“Every day in every way I am getting better 
and better”). Or Freudian psychoanalysis. 
Or a divine healing cult. 

Great care must be taken that we do not 
confuse such cures of cases purely mental in 
origin with God’s supernatural activity in 
healing. 


—————————— 
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Another type of case is the self-healing. 
The common cold is an example, although 
many more serious pathological conditions 
may be in this category. Here the processes 
of natural healing in the human body operate 
to heal despite the absence of medical help. 
(Although medical help will generally speed 
the healing process, and give greater assur- 
ance of cure.) 

When we pray for healing, God may use 
this natural self-healing propensity of the 
human body to answer our prayer. Or he 
may use our trust in Him to effect a cure 
of the previously cited conditions of purely 
mental origin. Certainly it is pleasing to God 
for a Christian to be thus healed through 
faith in Him rather than through psycho- 
analysis. 

But Such Cures Are Not Miraculous 

We must admit that many cases of divine 
healing today are undoubtedly of these types. 
But God’s healing of such cases in answer to 
Christian prayer is no more miraculous than 
His healing of malaria through a physician’s 
administration of quinine in answer to 
prayer. 

Is God discredited by using the mind or 
nature to heal in answer to prayer? No more 
than He is discredited by using the physi- 
cian’s skill in other cases. Or for that matter, 
than He is discredited by using rain and 
sun and fertile soil to answer a Christian 
farmer’s prayer for a good crop, rather than 
a sudden miracle as an evidence of truth, 
such cures are no more effective than they 
are for Christian Science or Roman Cath- 
olicism, which also claim them. 


Needless Miracles 

Speaking of the periods of miracles in Bib- 
lical history, Dr. J. Oliver Buswell, Jr. has 
said, “God never performs a needless miracle. 
When miracles come, as in the great epochs 
of miracle in the Scripture, they always 
come for a good and sufficient reason.” This 
is also true today. 

If | should suffer an attack of acute appen- 
dicitis as I write this in Boston today, it would 


usually be presumptuous for me to pray and 
not to submit to an operation by a skilled 
surgeon. I should do both. 

But in certain cases the medical and thera- 
peutic means are completely absent. If I were 
a missionary far from medical skill in the 
midst of a jungle and were stricken with 
acute appendicitis, | should then with full 
assurance call upon God to heal. A work of 
healing apart from surgery would be neces- 
sary if God wished me to continue the 
missionary work. I should permit God free- 
dom in choosing elimination of the infec- 
tion by natural means, a miraculous re- 
moval of the appendix, or the sudden arrival 
of a medical man. 

Charles Hodge defines a miracle as “an 
event in the external world, brought about 
by the immediate efficiency, or simple voli- 
tion of God.” He says further, “Any co- 
operation of physical causes is not only ig- 
nored, but by clearest intimation, denied.”?® 
We must preserve the distinction between 
miracles of healing (God’s immediate ac- 
tion apart from natural laws) and God’s 
work in healing through natural laws. 


Against Medical Advice 

Does God ever work contrary to medical 
advice? Sometimes, for a special purpose. 

Despite extreme care, a faulty diagnosis is 
sometimes made by a medical man. Effects of 
wrong treatment may be overcome by God 
through a special work of healing in answer 
to Christian prayer. 

Or God may have another purpose. Some- 
times fulfilment of His will is threatened by 
illness. 

A contemporary evangelical theologian, 
Dr. Carl F. H. Henry tells of such an ex- 
perience. Impelled by the leading of God, he 
resigned his newspaper work, applied and 
was accepted as a student at a certain col- 
lege, to prepare for Christian service. A very 
short time before the fall semester began he 
had an attack, diagnosed as acute appen- 
dicitis. Rushed to the hospital, he still 
felt a deep assurance that God's will 
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was for him to start the college course 
on time. But he was 1000 miles from the col- 
lege, had already left a good position and was 
faced with an expensive operation and period 
of recuperation. However, his physician or- 
dered an immediate operation despite the 
patient’s contidence that God would heal. 
Since the physician refused to sign a re- 
lease, a hospital surgeon who had been a 
missionary doctor in India was called in. 
When told the story he agreed to take full 
responsibility and signed a release. The 
young man entered college on time. There 
has been no recurrence of the attack; if there 
is, Dr. Henry has remarked, he will submit 
to an operation, if there are no unusual cir- 
cumstances spiritually. 

Dangerous? Not if there is a knowledge of 
God’s purpose and absolute assurance that 
He will heal. The path of faith in God 


always seems dangerous to the world. 


Christian Doctors Pray 

God’s power is greater than the power of 
medical men will ever be to effect cures. 
Recognizing this, the Christian doctor prays 
for patients. The Christian patient 
realizes this and while undergoing therapeu- 
tic treatment prays that God will heal. 

Today, with extensive advances in medi- 
cal skill, there is much greater danger of for- 
getting to trust God than there was in King 
Asa’s day. The example of his death, cited 
previously, should be a warning to God’s 
people of the peril of forgetting to pray and 
trust God for healing. 

Even with the new discoveries and tech- 
nics, many cases still do not yield to medi- 
cal treatment. So many examples of divine 
healing in the Bible are of difficult or in- 
curable cases: cases of 38 years’ duration, 
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of congenital blindness, of leprosy. Surely 
here is adequate incentive to Christian doctor 
and patient to pray believing that God can 
cure the incurable, 


Requisites for Answered Prayer 

Scriptural conditions for answered prayer 
in general apply to particular prayer for 
healing. The primary essential is to pray 
in the Name of Christ. Only Christians can 
thus pray. And only Christians can claim 
God’s power for healing. 

A second requisite is that the Christian 
must first be cleansed from his sins. When a 
period of humiliation and confession pre- 
cedes petition, God answers prayer. Notice 
the prominence given this aspect in the 
James passage. ““The effectual fervent prayer 
of a righteous man availeth much.”?° 

Another condition is importunity—com- 
God and again until He 
answers, thus showing our deep need and 
earnest desire. 


ing to again 


A final condition that is especially im- 
portant in prayer for healing is to pray in 
the will of God. We must submit utterly 
to our Father’s will, knowing that it is not 
always His will to heal. 

The apostle Paul knew this. Three times 
he prayed that God would heal a physical 
disability. But God did not heal. Instead, 
God said, “My grace is sufficient for thee: 
for my strength is made perfect in weak- 
ness.”21 

God always provides strength and suffi- 
cient grace each day for the one whom He 
does not heal. 

“Not my will, but thine be done.” Surely 
if our Lord prayed thus in hallowed Geth- 
semane, we ought also thus to pray. “Thy 
will be done”—in healing as in all things. 
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new group of officers and is now meeting every 
Saturday night in a private home for song and 
prayer, Bible study, and a social period. It is 
hoped that this fall the University of Virginia 
may be able to maintain a full “on campus” 
program as well as the splendid Saturday night 
meeting. 


AUSTRALIA—Dr, Paul White, General Sec- 
retary of the I.V.F. in Australia, writes that 
the movement there is gaining momentum. To- 
day there are three travelling representatives 
and a headquarteers in Sydney with a salaried 
office secretary. Evangelical unions in the uni- 
versities are among the largest student societies. 
Some I.V.F. members have gained striking aca- 
demic distinction, several are lecturers and de- 
monstrators on the university staff. The Inter- 
Varsity Missionary Fellowship is no mere name 
and has thirty-seven of its members in the front 
lines of the foreign field, two more now await 
transport and twelve recent graduates and 
under-graduates have signed a pledge to serve 
the Lord on the foreign field. Dr. Howard 
Moule, Archbishop of Sydney, continues as 
president for the year 1945. 


CLOTHING FOR EUROPE—Frank D. Lom- 
bar, Executive Director of the War Relief Com- 
mission of the National Association of Evan- 
gelicals writes to Inter-Varsity students, “Any 
clothing you or your friends can send will be 
greatly appreciated, also bedding and shoes. 
The need is great as there is a terrible winter 
ahead for those war-weary people and if we 
expect to do any worthwhile missionary work 
we must not fail them now. We have sent 
three fine shipments to Belgium and have pic- 
tures showing the clothing being distributed in 
Brussels. Another shipment will leave shortly. 
It is expected that a further shipment will go to 
the French Bible Mission in France. Two ship- 
ments also leave for the bombed sections of 
England.” HIS is anxious to receive reports of 
official campus drives sponsored by Inter- 
Varsity chapters for this European relief. 


* continued from page 36 


GOOD WORK. The University of Redlands 
(California) chapter has plans under way for 
I.V.C.F. members to work with children at the 
House of Good Neighbors where the Mexican 
and underprivileged children of that area play 
and have classes. This is a new project for help- 
ing the community and taking the Gospel to 
these children, A letter a week to Inter-Varsity 
American staff members Ed Pentecost and Anne 
and Leon Headington is also the goal of this 
group, Ed has already sent one answer, much 
to everyone’s enjoyment and interest. 


KATHLEEN AND JUDSON MERRITT have 
arrived safely at their mission station in South- 
ern Rhodesia. Their address for HIS correspond- 
ence is Rusitu, Melsetter, South Rhodesia, 
Africa. The mission station is on the border of 
Portuguese East Africa. Teaching school and 
training native evangelists and teachers will be 
the chief work of Mr. and Mrs. Merritt. 


DR. LESLIE BIER, University of Toronto 
Meds (CP 5 Vila Luso Angola, Portuguese, 
West Africa) arrived back at his mission sta- 
tion July 1945, after an absence of three years 
due to the war. He is resident physician at the 
Boma Mission Hospital and has the care of over 
150 lepers as well as an extensive out-patients 
medical and surgical clinic. 
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RICE INSTITUTE—Professor H. M. Morris 
of Rice Institute, Houston, Texas, reports, “God 
has ben wonderfully blessing at Rice lately. 
There are about ten fellows who have been 
saved here through our meetings and through 
the witnessing of the fellows already saved, 
who are really growing in Christ, not to men- 
tion those who have already gone elsewhere. 


LIEUT. HERB NETSCH ULS.M., formerly 
President of Inter-Varsity Chapter, Pullman, 
Washington, writes from Tokio of devastated 
cities. He hopes to contact Japanese Christians 
and to be of what service he can for Christ’s 
sake, Pray that these openings may be forth- 
coming. 
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AN JOSE STATE COLLEGE Collegiate 

Christian Fellowship planned a party for 
sixty new freshmen, and three hundred arrived! 
There were only five or six chapter members 
to handle them, but, says staff-member Harriette 
Sutherland “it was one of the very best parties 
I have ever attended.” They attribute their suc- 
cess to their D.P.M’s. which they hold every 
hour every day. Those who can, meet in an 
empty classroom for ten minutes at the begin- 
ning of every hour. “And,” to quote Harrictte 
again, “if there is any freshman in San Jose 
State that hasn’t heard of the C.C.F. he must 
be both blind and deaf!” 


VARSITY at Saskatoon reports a freshman 
enrollment of 1300. To reach them the group 
has a program that includes a daily morning 
prayer meeting, Sunday afternoon gatherings 
twice a month, with alternating Saturdays 
scheduled for social affairs and informal “Gang 
Get-togethers.” One Sunday gathering a month 
is planned by a missions committee. Pray 
that this group may meet the challenge that 
is presented to them. 


PROFESSORS NEEDED. Lieut. Charles 
Troutman reports that in the Philippines the 
nine universities, including the University of 
Manila, the Far Eastern University, and the 
University of the Philippines, are urgently in 
need -of professors. They are appealing to men 
who might be discharged from the Army to 
stay in the Philippines for several years and 
help university work get under way once more. 
This provides a wonderful opportunity for men 
with the proper academic qualifications to se- 
cure strategic teaching positions and there 
witness for Christ. There will also be openings 
in the Union Theological Seminary and there 
is a great call for high school teachers to go 
into the cities of the islands and start schools. 


CANADIAN NURSES report encouraging 
beginnings this fall. Twenty-four turned out in 
Saskatoon to hear about the 


more Nurses 


Christian Fellowship, and they have now or- 
ganized a fine Executive group. Cathie Nicoll 
spoke to a group including many probationers 
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at Toronto General Hospital recently. Ruth 
Petrie is in charge of the winter program which 
is lined up for the Hamilton Nurses. 


Bill Steeper writes that “things at McGILL 
look bright.” The students there appreciated 
staff member Irene Webster-Smith, who was 
with them for three meetings. They had an 
attendance of over 80 at a Sunday evening 
hymn sing. “Best news yet,” says Bill, “is that 
a student house is coming.” 


A CHRISTIAN PROF has come to the cam- 
pus of Fresno State in answer to five years of 
faithful prayer on the part of two Christian 
mothers. He is Professor Ballanger, and his 
field is chemistry. The group there is enthusias- 
tic and has the backing of a daily prayer meet- 
ing held by women of the town. 


WASHINGTON STATE COLLEGE at 
Pullman, Washington was the scene of a well 
planned and executed evangelistic social. The 
attendance was small, but the Lord was there. 
After the meeting the witnessing of staff mem- 
ber Herb Butt was influential in a decision for 
Christ made by a fellow from a Roman Catho- 
lic home. The Collegiate Christian Fellowship 
was also privileged to hear Mr. and Mrs. Neil 
Nellis, missionaries in southern Mexico and 
translaters of the Bible into native dialect who 
were on the campus October 11 and 12. 


RUTH YOUNG former Canadian I.V.C.F. 
staff member has now arrived in India to teach 
evacuated China Inland Mission children who 
have formerly studied at Cheefoo. She hopes 
that after a year the school will move back to 
China and that she will be able to begin 
language study and work among the Chinese. 
Write to her at the China Inland Mission 
School, c/o St. Andrews Colonial Home, Kalim- 
pong, Bengal, North India. 


UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA—HIS corres- 
pondent Lois Bendel writes that the Virginia 
I.V.C.F. chapter is being re-organized with a 


@ continued on page 35 








